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Narragansett Bay Commission  
Mission Statement: 
 
 
To maintain a leadership role in the 
protection and enhancement of water quality 
in Narragansett Bay and its tributaries by 
providing safe and reliable wastewater 
collection and treatment services to its 
customers at a reasonable cost. 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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The Narragansett Bay Commission 
 
The Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) was created in 1980 by the R.I. General 
Assembly.  Shortly thereafter voters approved an $87.7 million bond referendum to reduce 
the amount of pollutants the Field’s Point Wastewater Treatment Facility in Providence 
was discharging into Narragansett Bay and its tributaries.  At that time, nearly 45 million 
gallons of untreated sewage flowed into Rhode Island’s waterways everyday, resulting in 
temporary and permanent closures of shellfishing beds in Upper Narragansett Bay, 
violations of federal laws, and most importantly, threatening public health and the region's 
environmental and economic well-being. 
 

 

 Aerial View - Field’s Point Wastewater Treatment Facility 
 
The NBC acquired the Field’s Point facility from the City of Providence in 1982 and has 
transformed the once failing, antiquated facility into a highly sophisticated, award winning 
facility.  As the largest secondary wastewater treatment facility in Rhode Island and the 
second largest in New England, the Field’s Point Wastewater Treatment Facility provides 
preliminary and primary treatment for up to 200 million gallons per day (MGD) of 
wastewater, secondary treatment for up to 91 MGD and in 2008 had an average dry 
weather flow to the facility of 47.1 MGD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















































TABLES
(continued)

NARRAGANSETT BAY COMMISSION

BUCKLIN POINT DISTRICT

PRETREATMENT PERFORMANCE SUMMARY SHEET

4. Enforcement Actions

Significant Users

Categorical Noo- NOD- Total All
CatCllorical Si2nificant Users

I. Compliance Schedules 0 0 0 0Issued
2. Notices Of Violation Issued 161 59 592 812
3. Admin. Orders Issued 0 0 0 0
4. Combined Total Of

Administrative Orders and 161 59 592 812
Notices of Violation

5. Civil Suits Filed I 0 6 7
6. Criminal Suits Filed 0 0 0 0
7. Combined Total of Civil and

I 0 6 7Criminal Suits
8a. Published IUs in SNC (See

Newspaper Notice in 4 I 2 7
Enforcement Chapter)

8b. Rate of IUs in SNC 4/35 11.4% 1114 7.1% N/A N/A
9•. Amount Of Penalties

Collected (Total DollarsllUs $73,00011 $010 $010 $73,00011
Assessed)

9b. Amount of Penalties
Assessed (Total DollarslIUs $010 $010 $010 $010
Assessed)

10. # of IUs Subject to Any 31 13 230 274Enforcement Action
II. Other Actions (Sewer Bans,

0 0 0 0Etc.)

I certifY that the information contained in the Pretreatment Perfonnance Summary Sheet is
completei::l accurate to the best of my knowledge.
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(continued) 

 

NARRAGANSETT BAY COMMISSION 
 

BUCKLIN POINT DISTRICT 
 

PRETREATMENT PERFORMANCE SUMMARY SHEET 
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Notes Regarding the Pretreatment Performance Summary Sheets  
 
 
Note 1: Numbers in parentheses () reflect totals for users classified as 

significant for some time during the reporting period.  Some of 
these companies are no longer classified as SIUs since they may 
have changed process operations eliminating discharges to the 
sewer.



 
TABLE 6 

 

NARRAGANSETT BAY COMMISSION 
 

BUCKLIN POINT DISTRICT 
 

REVISED PRETREATMENT REPORT SUMMARY SHEET 
 

January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008 
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POTW Name: Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) 

NPDES Permit #:  RI0100072 

Pretreatment Report Period Start Date:   January 1, 2008 

Pretreatment Report Period End Date:  December 31, 2008 

# of Significant Industrial Users (SIUs): 43 (49)   (See Note 1) 

# of SIUs Without Control Mechanisms: 0 

# of SIUs not Inspected: 0 

# of SIUs not Sampled: 0 

# of SIUs in Significant Noncompliance (SNC) 
with Pretreatment Standards: 2 

# of SIUs in SNC with Reporting Requirements: 3 

# of SIUs in SNC with Pretreatment Compliance 
Schedule: 0 

# of SIUs in SNC Published in Newspaper: 5 

# of SIUs with Compliance Schedules: 0 

# of Violation Notices Issued to SIUs: 220 

# of Administrative Orders Issued to SIUs: 0 

# of Civil Suits Filed Against SIUs: 1 

# of Criminal Suits Filed Against SIUs: 0 

# of Categorical Industrial Users (CIUs): 29 (35)   (See Note 1) 

# of CIUs in SNC: 4 

Penalties 
Total Dollar Amount of Penalties Collected: 

 
$73,000.00 

# of IUs from which Penalties have  
been collected: 1 



 
TABLE 6 
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NARRAGANSETT BAY COMMISSION 
 

BUCKLIN POINT DISTRICT 
 

REVISED PRETREATMENT REPORT SUMMARY SHEET 
 

January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008 
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Local Limits 
Date of Most Recent Technical Evaluation of 
Local Limits: 

 
September 30, 2007 

Date of Most Recent Adoption of 
Technically Based Local Limits: 

 
1991 

  

Pollutant Limit (mg/l) MAHL (lb/day) (See Note 2) 
Cadmium 0.11 1.4 
Chromium 2.77 28.6 
Hexavalent Chromium - 51.3 
Copper 1.20 8.0 
Lead 0.69 7.5 
Mercury 0.06 0.03 
Nickel 1.62 3.6 
Silver 0.40 1.1 
Zinc 1.67 45.2 
Cyanide 0.50 0.3 
Selenium 0.40 1.7 
Arsenic 0.20 0.68 

 
 
 

Note 1: Numbers in parentheses () reflect totals for users classified as 
significant for some time during the reporting period.  Some of 
these companies are no longer classified as SIUs since they may 
have changed process operations eliminating discharges to the 
sewer. 

 
Note 2: MAHL values were recalculated as a part of the Local Limits 

Re-evaluation that was submitted to the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management in September 2004. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II.  PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 















































 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III.  INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
USERS, PERMITS, AND INSPECTIONS 

 
 

 































































 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV.  COMPLIANCE MONITORING 
 
 















































 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V. NBC IMPACT OF PRETREATMENT 
PROGRAM ON CONTROL OF TOXICS 

AND INCOMPATIBLE WASTE 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VI. ENFORCEMENT 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VII.  SPECIAL PROJECTS AND 
PROGRAMS 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIII. NBC PRETREATMENT PROGRAM 

GOALS 
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